Mr. James R. Kirby, Superintendent 

Petersburg National Battlefield 

1539 Hickory Hill Rd. 

 Petersburg, VA   23803-472 

Dear Mr. Kirby, 

This is to request your advice and comments regarding the First Maine Heavy Artillery Monument Site at Petersburg National Battlefield. 

I am concerned about the current condition of the Monument as well as it's future well being.  I am aware that there are many issues facing the NPS in planning for the future of the entire Battlefield.  My questions and comments, however, are only in regard to the First Maine Monument site. 

Recent photographs provided to me by Mr. Ashleigh Moody show a number of things that are quite disturbing.  Some are small, but disturbing nonetheless.  The general condition of the area immediately surrounding the Monument indicates minimum

maintenance for some time.  The signage is terrible and very old, and the use of the term "Wasted Valor" is particularly offensive to descendants of these brave men.  The "Optional Tour" indicates to me that the planners at the Park considered the charge on

June 18th to be of secondary, or little, importance.  That may have happened because the same folks thought it was "Wasted Valor!"  And then there are the houses!! 

Mr. Kirby, hundreds of very brave Maine men died within an acre surrounding that Monument in 1864.  The new photographs I have seen, which are displayed on the Petersburg web site below,  indicate to me that the houses are easily within that acre. 

My question is, how in the world did this construction happen?  I think that the descendant relatives of the men of the First Maine Heavy Artillery deserve a description of the events and causes leading to the development of that property!  And the next obvious question is "What assurances are there that further encroachment will not occur?" 

All of this having been said, I have some suggestions and some specific questions. 

Mr. Don Troiani chose, in his wonderful painting of June 18th Charge, to entitle it "Forlorn Hope."  I believe that terminology would better serve the Regiment, the People of the State of Maine, and the descendants of these men.  The Monument itself

appears to be in need of cleaning!  I know that takes people and time, but it still should be done.  Likewise, the area immediately surrounding the Monument could stand some careful and thoughtful clearing and cleanup.  None of these suggestions requires a great deal of expense other than time.  I would also suggest that, in all future planning for this Monument Site, someone with the interests of the Regiment and the State of Maine be aware of, and participate in, the planning sessions! 

My questions are these.  What might I and others do to help you bring this site back to it's rightful place in the Park?  What action would  ensure that further encroachment of this area is blocked forever?  Is that a realistic goal?  What, if any, lands that have been disposed of in the past might be reacquired for the Park today?   What funding and plans have been approved for changes and improvements to the Monument site for the immediate future? 

I am forwarding to you, under separate cover via regular mail, a complimentary copy of my recent republication of The First Maine Heavy Artillery, by Shaw and House.  A copy of this email will accompany the CD.  I hope that you find it of some value.  You will also find below a listing of pertinent First Maine Heavy Artillery web links, which are provided for the same purpose.  It is my hope that we may begin a dialog that will lead to restoration, as far as such is possible under the current circumstances, of this site. 

My sincere thanks for your time and consideration.  I know that you are very busy and I appreciate any advice and comment you may offer. 

Very Best Regards, 

Clarence L. Woodcock 

117 South Melanie 

Azle, Texas  76020 

(817) 444-4170 

The First Maine Heavy Artillery Website 

( http://www.cwoodcock.com/firstmaine/ )

The First Maine Heavy Artillery Website/Petersburg Link 

(http://www.cwoodcock.com/firstmaine/ )

Maine Civil War Discussion Forum 

http://www.cwoodcock.com/forum/db_TalkToMeV2.cgi?forum_name=maineboard

